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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs). Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720—
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA

is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Mention of companies or commercial products
does not imply recommendation or endorse-
ment by USDA over others not mentioned.
USDA neither guarantees nor warrants the
standard of any product mentioned. Product
names are mentioned solely to report factually
on available data and to provide specific
information.

This publication reports research involving
pesticides. All uses of pesticides must be
registered by appropriate State and/or Federal
agencies before they can be recommended.

CAUTION: Pesticides can be injurious to
humans, domestic animals, desirable plants,
and fish or other wildlife if they are not
handled or applied properly. Use all pesti-
cides selectively and carefully. Follow
recommended practices for the disposal of
surplus pesticides and pesticide containers.
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INTRODUCTION

National Wildlife Research Center—Mission and Location

The mission of USDAs Wildlife Services
Program (WS) is to provide Federal leadership
in managing problems caused by wildlife. The
National Wildlife Research Center (NWRC)
functions as the research arm of WS by
providing scientific information on the
development of socially acceptable methods
for wildlife damage management. As part of
WS’ strategic plan to improve the coexistence
of people and wildlife, it has identified four
goals: (1) developing methods, (2) providing
wildlife services, (3) valuing and investing in
people, and (4) enhancing information and
communication. WS is dedicated to helping
meet the wildlife damage-management needs
of the United States by building on the unit’s
strengths in these four key areas. This annual
NWRC research highlights report is structured
around these program goals.

NWRC is committed to conducting applied
research that addresses the needs of the WS
program and its stakeholders as identified in a

1996 WS Program National Research Needs
Assessment. NWRC currently supports 18
multiyear, cross-disciplinary projects directed
at those identified research needs. Four
projects scheduled to end in fiscal year (FY)
2000 were reviewed to gauge their success in
achieving their expected objectives. Reviews
were conducted at either NWRC field stations
or at NWRC headquarters in Fort Collins, CO.
Review participants included Center and
outside scientists, WS regional and State
directors and wildlife specialists, and
numerous stakeholders. NWRC uses the input
of these participants to develop new 3- to 5-
year projects with specific goals, objectives,
and milestones that relate directly to the
research needs identified in the 1996 WS
Research Needs Assessment. During 2001,
the WS program expects to conduct its third
Research Needs Assessment, upon which
future Center research will be based.

In early 1999, NWRC moved into its new
headquarters, the Wildlife Science Building,

on the Foothills Research Campus of Colorado
State University (CSU) in Fort Collins.
Construction of the Wildlife Science Building
is a remarkable accomplishment of the USDA
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) toward achieving the WS/NWRC
Master Plan. During 2000, NWRC, APHIS,
and the General Services Administration made
considerable progress toward building
additional facilities in the NWRC Master Plan.
The bid documents for construction of the
Animal Research Building Support Wing and
the associated outdoor animal research
facilities were completed with a ground-
breaking for these facilities expected in early
2001. Upon completion of the Master Plan,
NWRC, with its nine regionally based field
stations, will be the only wildlife research
complex of its kind in the world devoted
entirely to providing new science-based
solutions to wildlife damage and associated
health and human safety problems.



